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MEDIA PROBINGS By t h e  Edi tor  
On t h e  l a s t  day of Apr i l ,  t h i s  year ,  we met t h e  man 
who made a s ingu la r  con t r ibu t ion  t o  Canadian journalism 
twenty-nine years  ago i n  Winnipeg. Short-lived a s  t h a t  
achievement was it has served a s  a  model t h a t  may be 
re-created i n  t he  not- too-distant  fu ture .  The man was 
Harry Ferns,  who with Harry and Jean Crowe and o thers ,  
founded t h e  Winnipeg Ci t i zen ,  a  fu l l - s i zed  d a i l y  paper 
t h a t  l a s t e d  from March 1, 1948, u n t i l  Apr i l  13,  1949, 
I ts  s i n g u l a r i t y  i s  t h a t  it was Canada's f i r s t  co-opera- 
t i v e l y  owned d a i l y  paper. (Ferns was then teaching a t  
United College, Winnipeg and i s  now a  professor  a t  t he  
Univers i ty  of ~ i r m i n ~ h a r n j .  
The committee t o  c r e a t e  The Ci t i zen  may have o r ig i -  
nated i n  a  simple quest ion asked by a  p r i n t e r ,  Leonard 
Orchard, i n  an economics c l a s s  a t  t h e  Workers' Educa- 
t i o n a l  Association. It w a s  a  few days a f t e r  p r i n t e r s  
had been locked out of t h e  Winnipeg Free Press  and t h e  
Tribune, November 8, 1945. Orchard asked h i s  i n s t ruc -  
t o r ,  H.S, Ferns, i f  it  would be poss ib le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a  newspaper which would be sub jec t  t o  democratic control .  
Thus, on Apri l  15, 1946, The Winnipeg Ci t i zen  Co-op- 
e r a t i v e  Publishing Co. Ltd., came i n t o  exis tence  on the  
b a s i s  of f i v e  d o l l a r  memberships, $50 loan u n i t s ,  one 
man-one vo te ,  and community con t ro l  b d i s t r i c t  e lec ted  
de lega tes  (one f o r  every 200 members. s 
To make a  long s t o r y  sho r t  $150,000 was r a i s e d ,  t he  
paper went t o  p re s s  and a  thousand problems s t ruck.  
Newsprint was hard t o  ge t  a s  it was ra t ioned ,  t h e  Cana- 
d ian P re s s  news se rv i ce  f ranch ise  was not  forthcoming 
and working c a p i t a l  was only $35,000 a f t e r  s tar t ing-up 
c o s t s  were met, On top  of t h a t ,  t h e r e  was ideo log ica l  
in-f ight ing,  
Perhaps t h e  b i t t e r e s t  p i l l  was t h e  comment of Ernest 
Constable, s ec re t a ry  of t he  I T U ' s  C i t i zen  chapel ,  who 
wrote i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  of t he  Ci t izen:  
"Out of 45,000 trade union members 
in Greater Winnipeg not more than 
one-tenth subscribed to the Citizen 
but continued to purchase the daily 
papers which they said 'misrepresented' 
them. " 
For all that, the paper attained 30,000 circulation 
and pointed the way to democratic control of media. 
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